WHAT IS AN ANECDOTE?

An anecdote is a recorded observation of something your child has done that is an indicator that s/he is learning a new skill.
For example, you might notice that your child can point to the first letter of his or her name on a cereal box. Recording
observations like these will help you know where your child is at in their learning so that you can provide experiences that
will help them move to the next step. Your child’s preschool teacher records anecdotes about your child’s learning during
the preschool day. These anecdotes are put into your child’s portfolio to track their learning growth throughout the year.

WHAT CAN YOU DO AT HOME?

Use the attached form to write down observations of your child at home. These recorded observations can help you

know when to introduce new information and what types of activities are at an appropriate level for you child’s

learning skills. There is one parent anecdotal sheet per unit based on the literacy curriculum used in the classroom.

When the sheet is complete, return it to your child’s teacher and she will add it to his or her portfolio. This will provide an
even more complete picture of your preschool child! Additional copies are available if you would like more than one per
unit. Just ask your child’s teacher for more!

Hints for recording anecdotes:
+ Always include the date of the observation.

+ Record exactly what you see or what your child says.
Ex. “Amy wrote the letter “A” six times on her paper. She said, “This is my letter.”

Please feel free to contact the Kalkaska CARES office if you have any questions! (231) 258-7988
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