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ORAL LANGUAGE 
The language used in speaking and listening 

 
 
 

Talk Have conversations between each other and 
about books.  Talk about the past and 
future. 
 

Describe Describe what your child is doing and what 
you are doing. 
 

Respond Respond to the questions asked by your 
child. 
 

Expand Expand your child’s vocabulary.  Use 
“rare” words and talk about what they 
mean.  Find opportunities to use them 
again. 
 

Wait Wait patiently for your child to respond.  
Your child may need five seconds or more 
to answer. 

 


